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Written by a Priſoner on the Common- 
Side, who hath lain a Priſoner near three 
Years, on the OY of a Bond. No 
Debtor. a 
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When Fortune keeps Thee Warm; 
Then Friends will to Thee ſwarm, 
Like BE Es about a Honey Pot: 
But if ſhe chance to frown, a f 
And rudely kick Thee down, | | — 
Why * — What then? — Lie there A" ROT. 
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LONDON Wo and Sold by the 
AUTHOR, a Free-Maſon, tho not a a 
Free * in the Fleet Priſon, 1733. 
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Mrs. Locr PRI E, Widow, 
4 Relict of the 


How? Ro BERT PRICE, Ei 


Late one of His Majeſty's Juſtices of 


the Court 4 Common-Fleas. 


Mapa, 


> HE Fleet Priſon has ex- 
£ perienced a particular In- 
c ttance of your Ladyſhip's 
Goodnell and Charity, whoſe Eyes, 


inſtead of being turn'd toward the 


Gaiety and Splendor of the World, 
have compathonately {hone on the 
moſt diſtreſſed Objects, even our 
poor Priſoners at the Begging-Grate; 
the Diſcharge of a Priſoner there 


that had been confin'd ſeven Years, 


in a miſerable Condition, and who 
A 2 Once 


- 
* 
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(4) 
once had been a Man of Fortune ; 
yet muſt have lain his Life-time 


( unleſs relieved by Parliament) had 


not your tender Charity interpoſed, 
is whar the whole Priſon rings of. 
This indication of your Ladyſhip's 
Goodneſs, encourages me, humbly 


to Dedicate this poor Scrawl to 


you, whom we all look on as our 
Patroneſs! but, as I am without 2 
Room to repoſe my Head, I hope 
I ſhall be excuſed, if my Subject is 


not well penn'd, well knowing your 


Ladyſhip to be a Perſon of the 


greateſt Candour ; and my chiefeſt 
Ambition is, to approve myſelf, 


Your Ladyſhip's 
moſt duriful, and 


obedient humble Servant, 


SIMON Woop. 
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HE Occafion of the Worlds be- 
ing troubled with the fullowing 


Account is, L0 repreſent the 


your Condition, whether it came by Loſſes, 
by Engagements, or Contempts of Court, &c. 
: great many of which lie Tears, for want 
a trifling Sum to right themſelves, In- 
: deed, in the Court of Common-Pleas, the 
Judges hear your Petition without Expence, 
i and, if no Council to plead for them, will 
hear the Parties themſelves (it is meant 


thoſe. 


(6) 
thoſe on the Common-Side of the Priſon ), 
In the Court of Equity, you can't Petition 
without the Expence of a Maſter, the An- 
ſwering of your Petition, and if you can't 
procure Council for want of i Money, or 
make a Friend, one' may go without being 

| heard; therefore we hope, that as Religion 

without Charity is Blind, the Eyes of the 

Charitable will be open'd, and their Hearts 

ready and chearful, to recommend to our 

worthy Biſhops, the Neceſjity they are un- 

der to viſit ſuch Places, and then repreſent 
TO OUT Heads, what a Scandal it is for 4 
C(hriſtian Nation to fuffer People to reign in 

ſuch unchriſtian Action. What fills your 
Seſſrons ſo full of Highway-men, Houſe- 
breakers, &c. but, often, from the Miſs 
fortunes of Trade; when Tradeſmen find 
themſelves declining, to ſhun the Miſery o 
what they obſerve in their Brethren under. 
Confinement, rather pur themſelves Upon f 
Extremes, than to come under ſuch a mi- 
ſerable State. Others, who ſuffer them- _ 
ſelves to fall under this Diſtreſs, are, by 

reaſon of their long Confinement, Hunger 
and Idleneſs, rendered Uſeleſs when ſet at 
Liberty, which ofien engages them to tate 
bad Courſes. Xo 
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REMARKS 


ON THE 


Fleet PRISON. 


3 INC E the Death * Mr. Tha... N 
Tom! Fr Braifeld, our late Deputy- 
Warden, Mr. Daniel Hopkins 
has officiated in the ſame 

L Place: He formerly was an 
Agent to Meſſ. Huggins and Bambridge, 
if we are not wrong inform'd. However, 
we hope what he hath ſeen amiſs in them, 
he will mend in himſelf. , 

In his Reign, our Chappel has been a- 
dorned. 

The Great Hall adjoining, bell the 
the Uſe of the Prifoners, 1s now made in- 
to a commodious new Coffee-Houſe, and 
thought to be as Compleat a one as any in 

Town 
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Town (wherein one of the Warden's Ser- 
vants is put, to be uſeful upon Occaſion) 
Part of the Pews in the Chappel being ta- 
ken into it to make it compleat, and ſerves 
for a Bar and Bedchamber. 

Oppoſite to the Great Hall, or Coffee- 
Room. 1s the Begging-Grate, where Pri- 
ſoners had an Opportunity to ſpeak with a 
Friend, and ſometimes get Sight of one 
whoſe Inclinations did not lead him to pay 
a Viſit in the Place, wou'd drop a Shilling, 
and perhaps ſome Beer to the Beggars; but 
now the ſame, altho' of an ancient ſtand- 
ing, is Brick'd up, and the unhappy Per- 
ſons who can't ſubmit to beg, depriv'd of 
viewing the Street, or ſeeing their chance 


Ouer, and adjoining to the Coffee-Room, 


| is what is called the Maſter-Side, wherein 
there are four Galleries, beautify'd and 
clean'd, with ſpacious Rooms on each Side. 
One Side fronts a large Opening call'd the 
Bare, on which there are other Rooms, 
called the Garden- Side. e 
The Common Side is a dark diſmal 
Place (reprefenting the worſt Part of New- 
gate) where there are four Wards, three 
:for the Men, and one for the Women; the 
Windows, altho' within Priſon, crowded 
with Iron Bars, and particularly in Julius 
Cæſur's Ward, where they are three double, 
1175014 | O 
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ſiſtent with his Intereſt, being avaritious, 
3p | | B 
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no Glazing to the Windows, broken Shut- 
ters only, the Floors broke, and the Ceil- 
ing the fame. This is made Diſmal, and 
neglected, in order to invite as many as 


poſſible to the Maſter-Side, who are not 


admitted till they can raife 11. 8s. 8d. 
then tliey are dubb'd Gentlemen on the 


Maſter-Side, but often, after their Ambi- 


tion, or ſometimes frighten'd at ſo difmal 
+ a Place, they are by length of Time, or 
their Inability and long Confinement, turnd 
don again for Non-payment of Rent, and 
often detain'd ſix or eight Montlis, after 


Diſcharg'd, for Chamber-Rent; and what 


is moſt Miſerable is, that after a poor 


Man, en the Common-Side, is diſcharged, 
he is obliged to pay his Fees, before he 


goes, to the amount of thirty Shillings, 


altho' not ſo much as furniſh'd with Bed, 
Bedding, Fire or Candle; and if he has 
not made Friends to get a Bed when he 
comes in, may go without one, which puts 
the Writer in Mind, that to this Sort of 
diſtreſs'd People the Times were all one 
ih Bambridge's Time as now; nay, if any 
Thing, better. The former, as your 
Writer 1s informed, has been Liberal to 
this Sort of People, and had Inclination 
enough to Petition the Government for a 
Maintenance for ſuch, but found it not con- 
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and inclin'd to promote his own Intereſt, 
by forcing as many as poſſible to become 
_ Tenants, or Rulers. Therefore, it matters 


(10) 


not which way you are Diſtreſs'd, whe- 


ther by a2 Warden with an avaritious and 


oppreſſive View to his Intereſt only, or by 
one who Indolently, and ſeeming without 
Action, ſucks the Golden Bait in. | 

There belongs to the Warden of this 
Place ſeveral Houſes at Fleet Ditehb, Shops 
in Weſlminſler-Hall, 300 l. per Anmum from 
the Crown, with other Chances, ſuppoſed 
to be worth upwards of 2cool. per Annum, 
a Place certainly that might afford to let go 
a poor Man on the Common-S:de, without 


his Fees, there being no other Charge a- 
bout them (being turn'd looſe, in this diſ- 


mal Place, to ſhift) but when they are ta- 
ken Sick, to carry them to the Infirmary 
Rooms, where the Warden, indeed, orders 
them Proviſion, while they live; but that, 
for the General, 1s not long, the poor Crea- 
tures thro' Grief, or want of Neceſſaries, 
recelve the fatal Stroke before their Moval. 


according to Form, to examine whether 
they died fot Want or not, and then it 1s 


prov'd they did not, becauſe, when Sick, 
they. are willing to prevent Reproach. But 


I muſt refer to the thinking Part of the 


World, how it can poſſibly be otherwiſe, 


when, 
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| | when, as obſerv'd, there is no Proviſion for 


them certain, but what the late Judge Price 
left, vis. a Loaf of Bread every Week, 


4 value three half Pence. 
; How often has your Writer ſeen poor 


Creatures, after they are diſcharg'd from 
their Plaintiffs, or Contempts of Court, for 


their Fees, often ſoliciting the Warden to 
9 take their Note, and have been refuſed, 


and forced to lie, till they could collect it 


from their F ellow-Prifoners on the Maſter- 
Side. 


How commendable wou'd it TH G nce the 


Place is not ſufficient to ſupport without 


Z theſe melancholy Scenes, if the Warden 
would follow the good Examples of the 


2 4 
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7 PK Citizens of London, who have or- 


4 der'd, That from ſuch Criminals who are 

Clear d at Seſſions, no Fees ſhould be taken. 
And why not the poor Debtor? All the 
; | World muſt believe by Example, if this 


had been truly repreſented to our worthy 
2 Repreſentatives, who lately ſhew'd their 
Abhorrence to ſuch Diſtreſs, Proviſion 

Would have been made; this Priſon being 
call'd, His Majeſty's Priſon. 


Indeed ro, has been an Attempt of the 

# Priſoners, on the Maſter-Side, to forward a 
| aro Concertation, the Profits whereof 
were to be apply'd to the Aſſiſtance of ſuch 
poor Men; but there being a Difference 
» 1 between 


between the Warden, and ſome of the 3 
Gentlemen, the ſame was neglected. | 
have ſeen ſome worthy Citizens, pay- | 
ing a Vilit to ſome of their Brethren, ſpy * 
out ſome of thoſe diſtreſſed People, with 
meagre Looks, and examine into their Pro- 
viſion, finding none have been Liberal in 
l their Benefactions, and ſeemingly ſurpriz d, 
| that in the midſt of this great City, and ſo 
extenſive in their Charities, ſhould neglect 

looking into ſuch a Place; but excus'd it, 
belonging to another Court. | 
When you are brought down to the Pri- 
ſon-Gate from the Judge's Chambers, whe- 
ther from the Court of Equity, Exchequer, 
or Common-Pleas, you are aſk'd, Whether I 
you'll go into the Priſon, or to the Tip- | 
Staff *'s? When often, for want of know- 
ing better, eſpecially thoſe that have Friends 
or Money, chooſe to reſpite themſelves q- 
while there, where you arc accommodated ? 
with a Room, Cc. according to your Poc- ; 
ket, which if it holds out well, and you 
are unacquainted with the Priſon, it is buzz d 
in your Ears, the nauſeous Smell of the 
Priſon, the uncertainty of a Room; then 
comes a Perſon from the Warden to feel 
your Pulſe, whether or not inclin'd to take | 
the Rules, which, if you can compaſs, puts | 
you out of the Reach of the Law, and 
your Creditors too. - 
After 
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(13) 
After your Caſh is exhauſted. and your 
Credit there ſinks, and no Hopes left of 


3 your becoming a Ruler, you are turucd in- 


to the Priſon; when enter'd, if you have 
paid your Maſter-Side-Fee, you are recom- 
mended to the Chamb-rlain, who tells you, 
jf you are unacquainted, that ti new Rule 


is, notwithſtanding you have paid the Ma- 


ſter· Side- Fee, before you arc adinitted to a 
Room, you muſt Sign a Paper, ii; ne Chums 
you where the Warden's Furniture is, not 
to turn it out, for which you are to pay 2 5. 
6 d. a Week if alone; 15 d. if two; oblig- 
ing you, at their Election, to admit one. So 
that the Warden ſtands ſure of his full Rent, 


let the Priſoners fare how they will. 


There is a Place called the Common- 
Hall, where it is directed by Act of Parlia- 


ment, that a Table of the Fees ſhall be 


hung, but ever ſince the ſame has been in 
Force, they have been neglected. Indeed 
Part there are; but when a Priſoner comes 
to be diſcharg'd, he finds, to his Surprize, 
not mentioned, ſeveral Fees demanded by 
the Clerk of the Papers, and another for 2 
Perſon called the Clerk of the Inquiries; 


ſo that it often happens, when a Priſoner 
is diſcharged, he is as much put to his Shifts 


to raiſe Money to clear the Demands of the 


Priſon, as before to ſatisfy his Plaintiff, A- 


nother remarkable Paſſage is, that when a 
5 Priſoner 


(5 1 
Priſoner dies Inſolvent, and his Friends are 
willing to bury him, there is often a ſtop 
put to the Corps going out, and a Demand 
made of Priſon-Fees, ſo that dead or alive 
you fare alike, for, as we may ſay, Death, 
Taxes, and Goalers, ſpare none. i 

There are amongſt us a Number of poor 
Bankrupts, who have conform'd to the Act, 
and yet, purſu'd by their Creditors, at Com- 
mon-Law, prove their Debts, and divide 
their Eſtates, there being no reſerve in the 

Act to prevent this Diſtreſs; but you are 

7 referr'd, by Lawyers, to Petition the Lord 

Chancellor. And how muſt you do that 

when ſtrip'd of all, there being no approach- 

ing that Court without Money? Many In- 
ſtances are, in this Place, of ſuch Diſtreſs, 
ſo that a Bankrupt ſtands this Chance, to 

3 be Hang'd if he Conceals; to be Starv'd if 

lf he parts from all. The latter certainly is 

„ the moſt lingering Death. a 

li We live in Hopes, as the Law is come in- 

if to Engliſh, and a great many good Advan- 

[f ces made laſt Seſſion of Parliament, for the 

li Good of the Commonalty, that before an 

End be put to it, a thorough Method will 

be taken to prevent theſe reigning Evils; the 
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lf Proſpe& of which drives ſome Abroad, 
ii Tome to the Highway, and others to Deſpair. 
| So our Prayers are for the Lite of their pre- 


ſent Majeſty's, and the reſt of the Royal 
| | I amily; 


9 ww tw (0) | 


Family; and that the Engliſh Nation may 
never want ſo ſound a Number of Repreſen- 
# ratives, whom we are inclin'd to believe, 


Z will put an End to this Peſtilentious Diſtem- 
per. 3 N 
This Priſon, for the General, is ſuppoſed 
to be the moſt Commodious in England: 
and amongſt us there are, in Appearance, 
the ſame Degrees of Happineſs and Diſtreſs 
as Abroad; but not ſo much Care taken to 
relieve the Latter. | He” 
The only View your Writer has in this, 
is to give the Publick ſome ſhort View of 
our Situation, and at preſent to defer en- 
tring into particular Caſes, of the deplora- 
ble State of great Numbers in this Place, 
and, by Degrees, expoſe to the World par- 
2 ticular Inſtances of Perſons Diſtreſſes; 
but begs Leave to repreſent a ſhort Sketch 
of his own, 7; 
The Author has been confin'd near 3 
Z Years, upon the Penalty of a Bond for Non- 
performance of Articles concerning a Glaſs- 
work, and, at Common-Law, was caſt in 
the Penalty of the ſame, viz. 1000]. tho 
no ways indebted to the Plaintiff ; and there 
being no Redreſs, but by preferring a Bill, 
which Expence your Writer 1s not able to 
go thro'; what Contributions, from his 
Acquaintance have been rais'd, has gone to 
the Support of his Family, viz. a Wife _ 
three 
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three ſinall Children; and fince his Con- 


tinement, has had the Misfortune to run near 
40 c. in Debt to the Warden, for Chamber- 
Rent, for which Sum he was, about twelve 


Months ago, diſmiſs'd his Room, being 


forc'd to walk the Priſon to keep Warmth 


within him, during the Winter-Seaſon, and 


by length of Time, naked, and nothing left 
fo cloath him but what comes from the Gift 
of Perſons in this Place, nor Proviſion cer- 
tain, but a Loaf of Bread, and a Plate of 
Meat from 3 Chymiſt upon Ludgate-Hill, 
who of his own Accord, whether in Town 
or not, hath every Sunday, for above 12 
Months paſt, taken care to ſupply his hun- 


gry Belly with. 
If by the Profit of this ſmall Pam phlet, / 


your er ſhould be enabled to diſcharge 


the Arrears of Chamber-Rent, he will 
be intituled to a Room; and , conſequently, 
be more compoled to enter into Things, 


and give the World a clearer Light of the 


Miſeries of a Priſon./ 


— — 


A litile from each Pocket, join in one 
Makes a 3 Sum, and Heli miſt by None. 


FI. 


